
Pest Fact sheet   No 1   Varied carpet beetle 

Name Varied carpet beetle 

Latin name Anthrenus verbasci 

Size  
Adult 2 mm-3 mm long   

Larvae 0.5 mm – 5 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

Small round beetles covered with grey and gold scales. 
Prominent head with clubbed antennae. 

Larva 

Short and fat with bands of darker hairs. 
 Often called ‘woolly bears’ 

Pest Fact sheet No 1 Varied carpet beetle



Life cycle Adult beetles fly well in warm weather and may frequently be 
found on window sills. In the UK they are often found 
outside in late spring and early summer where they mate on 
flowers, such as hogweed and spirea.  
Females lay batches of eggs secreted in cracks and crevices.  
When the larvae first hatch they are extremely small, less 
than 0.5 mm, and they can gain entry to cupboards and 
drawers through very small cracks. When they are larger, 
they will wander around and may attack more than one 
object. 

The larvae  may take 1 or 2 years to complete their growth 
and each new cycle starts after they pupate and change into 
adults in the Spring. 

Signs of 
damage 

As the larvae grow, they leave empty hairy cast skins, or 
husks, which may be the first signs of beetle attack. 

They produce pellets of excreta, called frass, which may be 
found under or near infested objects 
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Materials 
damaged 

The larvae are voracious feeders and will rapidly make neat 
holes in woollen textiles, animal specimens, fur and feathers. 

They will also graze on animal glue in book bindings and 
picture frames. Clean cotton materials are not normally 
attacked, although larvae may bore through this on their way 
out of a feather cushion. 

Special points Carpet beetles are often found in natural situations such as 
birds' nests, wasp nests and animal burrows.  
Once established, they can be difficult to eradicate because 
the larvae can forage widely and may take some years to 
complete development 

Similar 
species 

Guernsey carpet beetle Anthrenus sarnicus 
Carpet beetle Anthrenus fuscus 
(See pest fact sheet No 12) 
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Pest Fact sheet No 2    Furniture beetle or Woodworm 

Name Furniture beetle or woodworm 

Latin 
name 

Anobium punctatum 

Size  

Adult 3 mm-4 mm long  

Larvae 0.5 mm – 5 mm long. Not normally seen as they are in the 
wood. 

Identification features 

Adult 

Dark brown elongated beetles 
with lines of punctures on the 
wing cases.  

Head is not visible from above 
and the thorax is strongly 
humped. 

Often confused with the 
biscuit beetle which is 
reddish-brown and does not 
have the hump [Fact sheet 3] 
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Larva  
 
Larvae are not normally seen 
as they live in tunnels in the 
wood. They are white and 
strongly curved in a C shape 
with short legs. 

 

 
 

Life cycle 

 

Adult beetles will lay eggs in cracks or end grain. When the larvae 
hatch, they tunnel into the wood. They live their whole life inside 
the tunnels which get larger as they grow.  
 
The eggs and young larvae will not survive if the wood is below 
12% moisture content or the relative humidity is below 55%. 
 
The larvae may take 2 to 5 years to complete their growth and then 
they pupate near the surface of the wood. The adult bites its way 
out in Spring or early Summer making a characteristic 1.5 to 2mm 
diameter round exit hole.  
 

Signs of damage  

Emergence 
holes in wood. 
 
 
 
 
Old holes will look 
dark and dirty.  

 

 

 
 

New holes will look 
fresh and sharp 
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Fresh holes will have 
piles of bore dust 
called frass 
underneath 

 
 

Frass pellets feel 
gritty and are wheat 
grain shaped when 
magnified 

 
 

Materials damaged 
 
They will attack many 
hardwoods which have high 
levels of starch and sugar. 
Ash, beech and elm and oak 
sapwood are attacked but 
sound oak heartwood is not 
at risk. 
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Oak sapwood has been 
attacked, dark heartwood is 
undamaged. 

 
Plywood  
 
They will readily attack old 
plywood with animal protein 
adhesive 
 

 

 
 

Is the infestation 
active? 

 

This can sometimes be very difficult to establish.  
 
Holes do not mean that the infestation is active.   
 
If the wood is dry and the relative humidity is 
below 55%, then the infestation is probably long-
dead.  
 
Look for fresh frass and new adult beetles in the 
Spring near undisturbed objects or timbers. 
 
Old frass will often fall out of cracks and 
emergence holes when objects are moved or dry 
out. Old frass is not a sign of active infestation.   
 

Similar woodboring 
species 

Fan-bearing woodborer Ptilinus pectinicornis. 
Death watch beetle Xestobium rufovillosum 
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Pest Fact sheet No 3    Death watch beetle 

Name Death watch beetle 

Latin 
name 

Xestobium rufovillosum 

Size  

Adult 4 mm – 6 mm long  

Larvae 0.5 mm – 8 mm long. Not normally seen as they are in the 
wood. 

Identification features 

Adult 

Dark brown elongated beetles with patches of yellow scales on the wing 
cases.  

Head is not usually visible from above and the thorax is the shape of a 
tricorn hat [like Nelson’s]. 

Maybe confused with furniture beetle which is much smaller without 
scales[Fact sheet 2] 

Why is it called 
“Death watch 
beetle”? 

Because the male beetles bang their head on the 
wood making a tapping noise. 
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Larva  
 
Larvae are not normally seen 
as they live in tunnels in the 
wood. 
 
They are creamy white and 
strongly curved in a C shape 
with short legs at the front. 

 

 
 

Life 
cycle 

 

Adult beetles will lay eggs in cracks or tunnels in wood. When the larvae 
hatch, they tunnel into the wood. They live their whole life inside the 
tunnels which get larger as they grow.  
 
The larvae may take 4 to 12  years to complete their growth and then 
they pupate near the surface of the wood. The adult bites its way out in 
Spring or early Summer making a characteristic 2-3mm diameter 
round exit hole.  
 

Signs of damage  

Emergence 
holes in wood. 
 
 
 
 
Old holes will look 
dark and dirty.  

 
 

 
New holes will look 
fresh and sharp 

 
You will often find 
stunned or dead 
beetles on the floor 
underneath infested 
timbers 
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Fresh holes will have 
piles of bore dust, 
called frass, 
underneath 

 

 
 
Frass pellets are 
round and large [the 
size of a pinhead] and 
will roll around when 
moved. 

 

 
 

Materials damaged 
 
They will mainly attack 
hardwoods, particularly oak. 
They will damage sound 
sapwood and heartwood which 
has been damp or water 
damaged. The fungus in the 
damp wood breaks down the 
wood structure and also 
provides nutrients. 
 
Severe attack of beams can 
hollow the beam and result in 
structural failure. 
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Ceiling timber has been 
attacked in this area because 
there has been water leakage 
from the roof above. 

 
  

Is the infestation 
active? 
 
Look for fresh frass and new 
adult beetles in the Spring near 
undisturbed objects or timbers. 
 
Paste tissue paper over beams 
with emergence holes and 
check in the Spring.  
 
Fresh emergence holes through 
the paper will be very obvious 

This can sometimes be very difficult to establish.  
Holes do not mean that the infestation is active.  
  

 
Old frass is not a sign of active infestation as it 
will often fall out of cracks and emergence holes 
when timbers dry and shrink.  
 
Look for leaks and damp areas. Measure the 
moisture content of the wood, if it is above 16%, 
then the beetles will be able to breed.  
 

Similar woodboring 
species 

No others as large in the UK, except for house 
longhorn beetle, which is much larger and 
confined to a small area West of London 
 

 

Pest Fact sheet No 3 Death watch beetle



Pest Fact sheet   No 4         Webbing clothes moth 

Name Common or webbing clothes moth 

Latin 
name 

Tineola bisselliella 

Size   Adult 8mm-10mm long  

Larvae 0.5 mm – 10 mm long 

Identification 
features 

Adult 

Small moths covered with shiny whitish-gold scales. 
Head with a brush of orange hairs and long thin antennae. 
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Larva 

 

 White with an orange-brown head capsule. Often hidden by tubes 
of silk webbing. 
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Life cycle 

 

Adult moths fly well when it is warm and females lay batches 
of eggs on wool, fur, feathers and other organic materials.  
When the larvae first hatch they are extremely small, less 
than 0.5 mm, and they remain in the material where they 
have hatched. As they feed and grow, they secrete silk 
webbing which sticks to the material they are living on. As 
they get larger, the silk forms tubes around them. They 
prefer dark undisturbed places and are rarely seen unless 
disturbed. 
 
In unheated buildings, the larvae may take nearly a year to 
complete their growth and each new cycle starts after they 
pupate and change into adults in the Spring. In heated 
buildings they may complete two complete cycles per year 
with another emergence of adult moths in the Autumn. In 
very warm buildings there may even be three generations per 
year with moths appearing at any time.  
 

Signs of 
damage 
 
 
 
 
 
Irregular holes, silk 
webbing and gritty 
pellets of excreta, 
called frass, are 
signs of moth attack. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silk webbing on 
wool carpet 
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Silk webbing stuck 
to  canvas fabric 

 
  

 

Materials 
damaged 

The larvae are voracious feeders and will graze on and make 
holes in woollen textiles, animal specimens, fur and feathers. 

  
They will also attack silk textiles, particularly if these are 
stained with sweat. Clean cotton materials are not normally 
attacked, although larvae may bore through this on their way 
out of upholstery. 
 

Finding the 
source 

 

Moths may be very visible flying around, but the larvae will 
be hidden away in dark and hidden places in folds and 
crevices. They particularly like layers of wool textiles and 
undisturbed places under furniture and at the edges of 
carpets.  
 
They are also found in natural situations such as birds' nests 
and animal carcasses. Check unused chimney flues to see if 
they are blocked by old bird nests or bodies. 
 

Similar 
species 

Case-bearing clothes moth Tinea pellionella.[See pest fact 
sheet number 5] 
White-shouldered house moth Endrosis sarcitrella 
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Pest Fact sheet   No 5    Case-bearing clothes moth 

Name Case-bearing clothes moth 

Latin name Tinea pellionella 

Size  

Adult 8mm- 10mm long  

Larvae 0.5 mm – 10 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

Small moths covered with silver-grey scales. Two darker spots 
on each wing. Head with a brush of gold hairs and long thin 
antennae. 
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Larva 

 

 White with an orange-brown head capsule. They live in a silk 
bag which is open at each end and wider in the middle. They 
enlarge this as they grow and often include fragments of the 
fabric they are feeding on. 
 

 
 
Some cases can be very colourful, like these examples from an 
infested flag 
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Life cycle 

 

Adult moths fly in warm weather and females lay batches of 
eggs secreted in folds and crevices. When the larvae first 
hatch they are very small but immediately make a silk case to 
live in. As they feed and grow, they enlarge the silk case and 
may include fragments of the fabric they are living on.  
 
They will normally take nearly a year to complete 
development and when fully grown, will move to the surface 
of the object they are living on. They stick the bag to the 
surface and then pupate.  
 
The adult moth emerges in Spring leaving behind the empty 
silk case with the brown transluscent pupal case inside. 
 

Signs of 
damage  

 
 
 
 
A mixed infestation 
on a bird specimen 
with empty moth 
cases and the hairy 
cast skins, or husks 
of woolly bear larvae 
of carpet beetle.  
 
[See fact sheet 
number 1]. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Empty cases and 
pellets of excreta, 
called frass, near the 
remains of a dead 
bird. 
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Materials 
damaged 

The larvae will graze on, and make holes in, woolen textiles, 
animal specimens, fur and feathers. 

 They will also attack silk textiles, particularly if these are 
stained with sweat. Clean cotton materials are not normally 
attacked. 
 

Finding the 
source 

 

Moths may be visible flying around, but the larvae in their 
cases will be hidden away in dark and hidden places in folds 
and crevices. They particularly like layers of wool textiles and 
undisturbed places under furniture and at the edges of 
carpets. Full grown larvae will migrate from the infested 
object to pupate. When the adults emerge, they leave the 
empty bags behind stuck to the surface. 
 
They prefer damper conditions than webbing clothes moth 
and are frequently found in natural situations such as birds' 
nests and animal carcasses. Check unused chimney flues to 
see if they are blocked by old bird nests or bodies. 
 

Similar 
species 

Webbing clothes moth Tineola bisselliella (See pest fact 
sheet No 4) 
White-shouldered house moth Endrosis sarcitrella 
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Pest Fact sheet   No 6   Cluster flies 

Name Common cluster fly 

Latin name Pollenia rudis 

Size     Adult 10 mm-15 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

Largish black flies with gold and silver hairs on the thorax. 
Prominent eyes and clear wings. 

Larva 
Larvae are never seen as they live in earthworms. 
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Life 
cycle 

 

The flies become a problem in the Autumn when they try to enter 
buildings to hibernate. The life cycle is very unusual in that the adults 
lay eggs in grass in the Spring. The hatching larvae then parasitise 
earthworms and develop in their bodies. In the Autumn the adult flies 
emerge and then need to overwinter indoors.  
 
They are attracted to warm sunny south facing walls where they will 
rest before climbing up to enter through gaps around windows or 
eaves. 
 
They will then hibernate in large clusters, which may be over 1,000 
individuals, often in attics and voids. They will remain there until the 
following Spring when they will try to return to the outside. However, 
warm conditions inside which may be caused by turning on heating 
will cause them to start flying around.   
 
They will cause some spotting and staining with fly vomit and excreta, 
but the main problem is due to annoyance as they slowly buzz around.  
 
The bodies of the flies will also provide an ideal food supply for pests 
such as carpet beetles and spider beetles.  
 

Signs of 
infestation 

Frequently found in large numbers in upstairs and attic rooms on 
windows and windowsills. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cluster flies on 
a South-facing 
window in the 
Autumn. 
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Large 
numbers of 
cluster flies on 
a windowsill in 
Autumn 

 
 

Control 
measures 

Aerosol sprays containing pyrethrins or pyrethroids will kill 
flies, but it is important to remove dead flies to prevent them 
becoming food for pests. 
 
Ultra violet fly killer units can also be used if acceptable. UV 
uplighters with sticky boards are often the most effective, but 
they must be regularly cleaned and maintained.  

  

Preventing 
entry 

 

This is the most effective way of preventing problems but it 
can be difficult to achieve in practice.  
 
Sash windows can be a particular route of entry in many old 
houses and they can be proofed using bristle strips to close 
gaps. 
 
Mesh in eaves gaps may be effective but this must not be 
allowed to restrict air circulation. 

Similar 
species 

Housefly Musca domestica. These have a patterned thorax 
and breed in rotting refuse. 
Blowflies Calliphora and Lucilia. These are larger and 
frequently come from dead animals such as pigeons and 
mice. 
There are also two other less common species of cluster flies, 
Thaumatomia, which is a small yellowish fly, and 
Dasyphora cyanella, which is a small metallic green fly.  
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Pest Fact sheet   No 7   Biscuit beetle 

Name Biscuit beetle, bread beetle, drugstore beetle 
[US] 

Latin name Stegobium paniceum 

Size  Adult 2-3mm long 

Larvae are 2-3mm long but are not normally 
seen 

Identification features 

Adult 

Reddish-brown oval beetle with hairs and parallel lines on the wing 
cases. Head not visible from above. Antennae with three shaped 
segments at the ends. 
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Larva 
 

 

Larvae are creamy-
white and C - shaped 
but are rarely seen as 
they live in tunnels in 
the food. 

 

 
 

Life cycle 
 

The adults fly very well warm conditions and may be 
attracted to lights. They lay eggs in hard, starchy food, such 
as dried plant material, biscuits and papier mache.  The tiny 
larvae tunnel into the food where they feed and grow. The 
length of the life cycle depends upon the temperature and the 
nutrition of the food, but can be as short as 3 months at 
25˚C. When the adults emerge, they leave round exit holes 
with piles of gritty frass [excreta].  
 

Signs of Infestation  

 
Emergence holes in 
infested objects. 

 

 

  

What will 
they eat? 

They are important pests of the food industry. In herbaria 
Stegobium will seriously damage dried plants and fungi. 
They have also been found infesting freeze-dried natural 
history specimens. Stegobium will damage books when there 
are high levels of starch and animal glue.  
 
They will not eat or survive on wood. 
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Emergence holes 
in seed heads and 
frass on sheet 

 
 

Emergence holes in book 
bindings 

 
Is the infestation 
active? 

 

 
Look for frass below 
emergence holes and 
fresh adult beetles on 
windowsills 
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Similar species Furniture beetle Anobium punctatum [Fact sheet No 2] 
Darker, less hairy and with a humped thorax. 
 
Cigarette beetle Lasioderma serricorne. Smaller and 
shiny 
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Pest Fact sheet   No 8    Silverfish 

Name Silverfish, fishmoth, bristletail 

Latin name Lepisma sacharrina 

Size     Adult 10-15mm long 

Nymphs are 2-10mm long but are rarely ever seen 

Identification features 

Adult 

Long, tapered, segmented insects covered in silver scales. 
They have very long antennae and three long whip-like 
bristles at the back end of the body. 

Nymphs 
Nymphs are like small adults but are translucent. 
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Life cycle 
 
The adults will run around very 
quickly when disturbed. They will 
only lay eggs in damp conditions 
and the nymphs live in or very close 
to damp food where they feed and 
grow. The length of the life cycle is 
normally 6 - 12 months depending 
upon the temperature, humidity and 
the nutrition of the food.  
 

 
 
Adults and nymphs on food 
 

Signs of 
Infestation 

Adult silverfish are frequently found in damp areas, such as 
bathrooms, toilets, kitchens and cellars.  
 

Materials 
damaged 

Paper, books, prints, drawings and labels. Occasionally they will 
attack silk and some other textiles. Silverfish particularly like 
materials with coatings of starch, gelatine or organic dyes. Flock 
wallpaper and wallpaper paste are often attacked. They also like 
microscopic mould, and greasy surface dirt from handling. 
 

Signs of damage  
 
Silverfish scratch the surface 
of paper and books leaving, 
bare or translucent patches.  
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They will eventually eat 
through the paper leaving 
holes with irregular thinned 
edges. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

They will sometimes 
preferentially eat organic ink 
on labels and prints.  

 

 
  

Silverfish produce frass which is cylindrical and larger than that 
produced by many insects 

 

Prevention The key factor for silverfish is damp and they will only cause 
serious damage when collections are kept at high humidity. 

Silverfish 
damage to 
wallpaper on a 
very damp wall 

 
  

Similar 
species 

Firebrat Thermobia domestica. Similar in size, but with 
patches of darker scales. Often found in warmer areas such 
as kitchens.  
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Pest Fact sheet   No 9    Booklice 

Name Common booklouse, psocid 

Latin name Liposcelis bostrochophila 

Size     Adult 1mm long  

Nymphs are 0.2 – 0.8 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

Details can only be seen with a microscope or strong hand 
lens. Very small, translucent, pale grey or fawn, rounded 
insects with no wings and a segmented body. They have a 
large head with long thin antennae.  

Nymphs 

Nymphs are like small 
adults, but are very pale 
and nearly transparent. 

Pest Fact sheet No 9 Booklice



 2 

 

Life cycle 
 

The adults will run around very quickly when disturbed. 
They will only live in damp conditions and the tiny nymphs 
live in or very close to damp food where they feed and grow. 
The length of the life cycle is normally 6 months but 
depending upon the temperature, humidity and the nutrition 
of the food, it can be as short as 6 weeks at 25˚C. This species 
is parthenogenetic, which means that there are no males and 
therefore all adults can lay eggs. This can result in very rapid 
“population explosions” when it is hot and damp and there is 
abundant food.  
 

Signs of 
Infestation 

Adults are frequently found in very small numbers on insect 
traps in many houses and museums. They are only seen in 
larger numbers in books, papers and packaging in warm, 
damp areas.  

Materials 
damaged 

They are pests of starchy food and are often found in flour, 
cereals and baby food. However they will also attack paper, 
packaging, books, prints, drawings and labels when there is a 
coating of starch, gelatine or animal glue. They will also eat 
microscopic mould. 
 

Signs of 
damage 

Booklice scratch the surface of paper and books leaving bare 
or translucent patches. As they are very small it takes a very 
large number of booklice to cause noticeable damage.  
 

 
Book cover 
damaged by 
booklice 

 
 
A lot of damage to paper which is attributed to booklice, has 
in fact been caused by silverfish. [See Fact sheet 8] 
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Prevention The key factors for booklice are warm, damp conditions and 
they will only cause damage when collections are kept at high 
humidity. 

  

Similar 
species 

Death watch booklouse, Trogium pulsatorium, similar to 
Liposcelis, but with a speckled body.  
 
Black booklouse Lepinotus patruelis, adults are larger and 
very dark. They are sometimes found on packaging and need 
cooler, damper conditions than Liposcelis. 
 
Winged booklice or barklice, many species with small 
sometimes hairy or shell-like wings. All live outside, but 
occasionally they will enter buildings and get caught on the 
edge of sticky traps in large numbers.  
 

 
Winged booklouse 
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Pest Fact sheet   No 10           Spider beetles 

Name Spider beetles 

Latin name Ptinidae  

Size     Adults 5 – 7 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

There are many species with a superficially 
similar appearance. They are all globular 
beetles with a round thorax and round 
abdomen. The head is not visible from above 
and the long antennae appear to come from the 
thorax. Most species are hairy and some are 
covered with dense hairs on the body and legs. 

Different species 

Australian spider beetle 
Ptinus tectus. 

Brown beetle with hairs and 
lines on the wing cases. 
Thorax with two cushions of 
hairs
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Golden spider beetle 
Niptus hololeucus. 
 
Long-legged golden beetle 
covered in gold hairs with a 
globular body. 

 
 
White marked spider beetle  
Ptinus fur. 
 
There is a big difference in the sexes. 
The female is a globular dark brown 
beetle with patches of white hairs on 
wing cases. The males are pale 
brown and much thinner [see 
image]. 

 

 
 

Life cycle 
 

The adults are longer–lived than many beetle pests and their 
natural home is bird or animal nests. They also thrive in dirty, 
undisturbed areas where there are dead insects or old food. 
The length of the life cycle is normally 12 months but 
depending upon the temperature, humidity and the nutrition 
of the food, it can be as short as 6 months.  The larvae live in 
tunnels which they bore through food. They will excavate 
cavities in food and other materials when they are ready to 
pupate. The pupae are surrounded by a globular silk cocoon 
from which the adult will eventually emerge. 
 

Pest Fact sheet No 10 Spider beetles



 3 

Larvae  
 
The larvae are white and curved 
with spiky hairs. They are rarely 
seen as they live in the good and 
cannot walk. They are sometimes 
found on insect traps in fireplaces 
when they have fallen down the 
chimney from debris above. 

 
 
Signs of 
Infestation 

 
Adults are frequently found in small numbers on insect traps 
in fireplaces in historic houses. Larvae will make holes and 
gnaw cavities in wood and other materials when they are 
ready to pupate.   

 
Materials 
damaged 

 
They are pests of starchy food and may be found in flour, 
biscuits, pet food and cereals. However, they will also attack 
herbarium specimens and taxidermy. Books may also be 
attacked when there is a lot of starch or animal glue in the 
bindings. 

 
Signs of damage  
 
The larvae will tunnel through the 
food as they eat and also gnaw 
cavities in wood and other materials 
when they pupate. Some herbarium 
sheets or books may look as if they 
have been eaten by furniture beetles, 
Anobium [Fact sheet 1], or biscuit 
beetles, Stegobium [Fact sheet 7]. 
However, the holes are larger and 
often more irregular. 

 

 
 

Similar 
species 

Sometimes confused with furniture beetle, Anobium [Fact 
sheet 1], or biscuit beetle, Stegobium [Fact sheet 7]. 
 
There are other less common species of spider beetles such 
as: 
the shiny spider beetle, Gibbium equinoctiale,  
the globular spider beetle Trigonogenius globulus   
and the American spider beetle, Mezium americanum.  
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Pest Fact sheet   No 11   

     Two-spot carpet beetle and Vodka beetle 

Name Two spot carpet beetle or Fur 
beetle 

Vodka beetle [also known as 
Brown carpet beetle] 

Latin 
name 

Attagenus pellio Attagenus smirnovi 

Size   Adult 5mm-6 mm long Adult 4mm-6 mm long 

Larvae 0.5 mm – 10 mm long Larvae 0.5 mm – 10 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult Two spot carpet beetles 

Oval black beetles with a white spot 
on each wing case.  
Males smaller than females.  
Antennae of male with a long club. 

Vodka beetles 

Oval brown beetles with a black thorax 
and head.  
Wing cases covered with short hairs.   
Males smaller than females.    
Antennae of male with a long club. 
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Larva  

 

 
The larvae of these two species are almost impossible to tell apart.  
 
Both species are long with bands of darker hairs. The body is often curved 
and there is usually a brush of hairs at the back end. 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

Distribution and origin    

  
Adult two-spot beetles are 
indigenous and are found in many 
domestic and historic houses 
throughout the UK. 

 
Vodka beetles were introduced into 
the UK in 1970’s and have now become 
established in many museums and 
houses in the London area. Currently 
[2010], Cambridge is the only other city 
known with established infestations. 
They are a common household pest in 
parts of Scandinavia. 
 

Life 
cycle 

 

The adults fly in warm weather and 
may often be found on window sills. 
Females lay batches of eggs secreted 
in cracks and crevices.  When the 
larvae first hatch they are long and 
narrow and extremely small, less 
than 0.5 mm, When they are larger, 
they will wander around and may 
attack more than one object. 
 

This species does not live outdoors in 
the UK. Adults fly when it is warm and 
are often attracted to lights. Females lay 
batches of eggs secreted in cracks and 
crevices.  When the larvae first hatch 
they are long and narrow and extremely 
small, less than 0.5 mm, When they are 
larger, they will wander around and 
may attack more than one object. 
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Two-spot beetle larvae generally 
feed on dead insects and fur and 
feathers. They will attack natural 
history specimens and may also eat 
wool and fur textiles. They take 1 or 
2 years to complete their growth and 
each new cycle starts after they 
pupate and change into adults in the 
Spring. 
 

Vodka beetle larvae generally feed 
on organic detritus containing both 
animal protein and starch. They will live 
in cereals and flour and they may 
occasionally attack botany and zoology 
specimens and textiles. They normally 
take 1 year to complete their life cycle 
but if it is hot there may be more than 
one generation a year 
 

Signs of 
damage 

 

The larvae of both species 
moult regularly and shed 
striped skins. 
 

  

 

 
These shed skins are 
often found with the 
larvae on sticky traps 

 

 

Damage to wool blanket 
with a cast larval skin. 
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Finding the source 

 

Two-spot carpet beetle adults and larvae will often be 
found in top floor rooms and attics of historic houses, feeding 
on dead insects such as cluster flies. They may also be found 
in living in bird nests in blocked chimneys. 
 
Vodka beetle larvae are often found in large numbers in 
clumps of organic dirt and fluff in dead spaces. They can be 
very difficult to eradicate once they get established  
 

Similar species Attagenus unicolor, the black carpet beetle, is found 
in some other countries, including the USA. This is similar in 
shape to A pellio, but has no spots and is all black. So far, no 
infestations of this species have been found in the UK.  
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Pest Fact sheet   No 12           Guernsey carpet beetle 

Name Guernsey carpet beetle 

Latin name Anthrenus sarnicus 

Size  
Adult 2 mm - 3 mm long   

Larvae 0.5 mm – 5 mm long 

Identification features 

Adult 

Small round beetles covered with grey and gold scales. Some 
scales can be lost showing the black underneath. 
Prominent head with clubbed antennae. 

Larva 

Short and fat with bands of orange brown hairs. They are 
extremely difficult to distinguish from the closely related 
varied carpet beetle Anthrenus verbasci.  
Often called ‘woolly bears’ 
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Life cycle 

 

Adult beetles fly when it is warm and may frequently be 
found on window sills. They were introduced into London in 
the 1960’s and have spread around the UK since then.  
 
Females lay batches of eggs secreted in cracks and crevices.  
When the larvae first hatch they are extremely small, less 
than 0.5 mm, and they can gain entry to cupboards and 
drawers through very small cracks. When they are larger, 
they will wander around and may attack more than one 
object. 
 
The larvae usually take 1 year to complete their growth and a 
new cycle starts after they pupate and change into adults in 
the Spring. If it is hot, then there may be another generation 
later in the year. 
 

Signs of 
damage 

 
  

As the larvae grow, they leave empty hairy cast skins, or 
husks, which may be the first signs of beetle attack. 
 

Cast skins and 
frass 

 

  
They produce pellets of excreta, called frass, which may be 
found under or near infested objects 
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Materials 
damaged 

The larvae are voracious feeders and will rapidly make neat 
holes in woollen textiles, animal specimens, fur and feathers. 

 

 
 
They will also graze on animal glue in book bindings and 
picture frames. Clean cotton materials are not normally 
attacked, although larvae may bore through this on their way 
out of a feather cushion. 
 

Dead larvae and cast 
skins in a drawer of 
damaged insects after 
freezing 

 
 
Finding the 
source 

 

 
Guernsey carpet beetle larvae attack natural history 
specimens, carpets, upholstery, clothing and other textiles. 
The larvae wander around but are often in dark and hidden 
places in crevices and folds where dirt accumulates. They will 
feed on dead insects, especially flies, and are also found in 
natural situations such as birds' nests, wasp nests and animal 
burrows.  
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Similar species Varied carpet beetle Anthrenus verbasci 
 (See pest fact sheet No 1) 
 
Carpet beetle Anthrenus fuscus (no common 
name) 
 

How do you tell which 
species you have? 

The larvae of all three species are very difficult 
to identify accurately.  
 
Adult Guernsey carpet beetles often appear to 
be greyer in colour than varied carpet beetles, 
but the only sure way to tell the difference 
between them is the shape of the scales.  
This can only be seen under relatively high 
magnification. 
 

Varied carpet beetle Guernsey carpet beetle 
 

  
 
 
Anthrenus fuscus adults often appear to 
be very dark and the last segment of the 
antenna is very long. 

 

 

Pest Fact sheet No 12 Guernsey carpet beetle



 5 

 

Pest Fact sheet No 12 Guernsey carpet beetle


	1_carpet-beetle
	2_furniture_beetle_woodworm
	3_deathwatchbeetle
	4_webbing_clothes_moth
	5_case_bearing_clothes_moth
	6_cluster_flies
	7_biscuit_beetle
	8_silverfish
	9_booklice
	10_spider_beetles
	11_two_spot_carpet_beetle_vodka_beetle
	12_Guernsey_carpet_beetle



